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Conductor & Pole Condition Guide
Paul Blackmore

Guide Contents

 Standardised grading scales for condition assessment

 Qualitative criteria for assessing deterioration.

 Visual guide to assist with visual grading.

 Some background material on degradation mechanisms and test methods 

for context.

 Target audience – asset management practitioner
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Grading Scale Conductors

Grading Scale Conductors

H1H1

H2H2

H3H3

H4H4

H5H5

AHI Mapping



8/10/2022

4

Qualitative Assessment Criteria

Qualitative inspection criteria copper conductors



8/10/2022

5

Timber Pole Guide

Visual grading question:  Based on your experience 
and judgement is the observation at hand more 

likely, less likely, or about as likely to fail than the 
condition shown in the reference image?  If more 

likely select a lower health grade, if less likely select 
a higher health grade.

Interpreting Reference Images
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Groundline Decay
Criteria

Pole guide ‐ Normal vs Design Loads
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In Conclusion  

 Conductor guide will be released soon – we hope that you find it useful.

 Wood pole has been out for about 1 year now.

 Please let the EEA know if you have suggestions for improvements.

 Thanks to everyone involved in the preparation of both guides.


